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Sir: 



This is an Information Disclosure Statement submitted under 37 C.F.R. 1.97 ff. 



Attached is a copy of each of two articles dated respectively December 24, 1999 and 
January 12, 2000 that are cited and discussed in the last two paragraphs of page 1 (continuing onto 
page 2) of the present application. Thus no further statement of relevance is necessary. 

A Form PTO 1449 listing the two references is attached. 

As all requirements of 37 C.F.R. 1.97 ff, and all official guidelines pertaining to Information 
Disclosure Statements, have been complied with, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner 



consider the enclosed references, make them of record and enclose an appropriately initialed copy 
of the enclosed PTO Form 1449 with the initial Office action. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Norman N.Kunife ' \j 
(Registration No. 20,586) 
VENABLE 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
Telephone: (202) 962-4800 
Telefax: (202)962-8300 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



AN 



Article in morning edition of Nikkei Sangyo Shimbun (Nikkei Industry Newspaper) dated December 
24, 1999 



AO 



Article in morning edition of Nihon Keizai Shimbun, (Nikkei Newspaper) dated January 12, 2000 
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